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the Greeks, but its chief object is to present a view as to the date, place, 
and occasion of the composition of that work, which is, as a whole, 
new. The author maintains that the work, instead of being an apology, 
is an inaugural address delivered by Tatian soon after his escape from 
Rome about the time of Justin's martyrdom, at the opening of a school 
in Asia Minor, probably the heretical SiSaovcaAetoi/ mentioned by Irenaeus. 
Its composition would thus fall between the death of Justin, 165 A. D., 
and Tatian's final break with the Catholic church in 172 A. D., of which 
event the heretical tendencies already discernible in this writing give 
the first premonition. 

In the second pamphlet the same author undertakes to defend the 
second part of the Address, that devoted to the proofs of the antiquity 
and superior moral worth of Christianity, against the charges of obscu- 
rity and incoherence which have long been urged against it. Kukula's 
emended Greek text of the sections under discussion, chaps. 31-41, is 
printed in full, and followed by an analysis of their contents, in which 
the author finds an exemplification of the principle for the arrange- 
ment of arguments advanced by Cicero and Quintilian, viz., first the 
strong, then the weak, and last the strongest. The arrangement and 
the whole progress of thought in the Address he thus finds admirable 
from every point of view. While Kukula's attitude is hardly judicial, 
and often suggests the advocate, he has clearly done a service to the 
interpretation of Tatian which further students of that Father may not 
overlook. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die authentische Ausgabe der Evangelien-Homilien Gregors 
d. Gr. Ein erster Beitrag zur Geschichte ihrer Uberlieferung. 
Von Georg Pfeilschifter. Munchen : Lentnersche Buchh., 
1900. Pp. xxi+122. M. 3. 

This preliminary study is not text-critical, but it prepares a method 
for a text-critical study. Pfeilschifter distinguishes two editions of the 
"Homilies": one published in 592 without the sanction of Gregory, 
which won a large circulation before Gregory in 593, or late in 592, 
prepared a second " authentic" edition by which other copies could be 
corrected. He distinguishes various criteria of form, division, and 
sequence by which to prepare the way for grouping the many manu- 
scripts by distinguishing between the original edition and the authentic 
edition. Incidentally and in this connection the essay is of particular 
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value as illustrating the great pest of textual critics, the fact that the 
author himself is often responsible for variations and again responsible 
for causing other manuscripts to have a part of their readings corrected 
by this variant text. The object of text criticism is not always, there- 
fore, the original text. If manuscripts were never "corrected," the 
task of the text critic would be a science clean-cut, definite, and final, 
instead of as now an art painful and inconclusive. 

The essay is capital work, and it is not a surprise to find, coming 
as it does from the well-equipped seminary of church history in Munich, 
that the work was undertaken at the instigation and carried on with 
the kind cooperation of Dr. Weyman. 

This essay is the earnest that the future text will be grounded in a 
completely scientific method, and the text itself will be looked for with 
great interest. £rnest c Richardson . 

Princeton University Library. 



The Amherst Papyri. Being an Account of the Greek Papyri 
in the Collection of the Right Hon. Lord Amherst of 
Hackney, F.S.A., at Didlington Hall, Norfolk. By Ber- 
nard P. Grenfell and Arthur S. Hunt. Part I: The 
Ascension of Isaiah, and Other Theological Fragments. With 
nine Plates. London: Frowde, 1900. Pp.48. 15s., net. 

The editors of this new volume of Greek papyri are known to 
the theological world chiefly through their discovery of the Logia 
fragment at Oxyrhynchus in 1896-7. Their subsequent excavations 
have been hardly less successful, and the rapidity and accuracy with 
which they edit the papyri they unearth are the astonishment of all 
workers in their field. 

The papyri here published are not the trophies of the editors' exca- 
vations, however. They were obtained by purchases made by Messrs. 
Grenfell and Hunt for Lord Amherst, whose collection of Greek papyri 
is said to be the most important private collection yet made. The clas- 
sical texts found in it are reserved for a second volume, and the present 
volume is devoted wholly to theological pieces. The first and most 
important of these is a considerable fragment of what is probably the 
original Greek of the Ascension of Isaiah. For the complete form of 
this early Jewish and Christian apocryph we are dependent upon the 
Ethiopic, while Latin and Slavonic versions of parts of it and a very 
late and free Greek recension of it exist. The recovery of one-sixth 



